! In 2000, 39% of the 25.4 million violent and property crimes were reported to the police according to the National Crime Victimization Survey. Violent crimes were reported at a higher percentage than property crimes.
! Violence against females was more likely to be reported than violence against males. Higher percentages of violence against older persons than younger persons were reported to law enforcement.
! Overall violent crime was more likely to be reported to the police if the victim perceived that the offender was under the influence of drugs/alcohol. ! When violent crime was committed by an armed offender, it was more likely to be reported to the police.
! A higher percentage of violence in which the victim was injured was reported to the police. Ninety percent of violence in which the victim was shot was reported to the police.
! Overall violent crime committed by strangers was reported to police at a higher percentage than was violent crime committed by nonstrangers.
! Robbery was less likely to have been reported to the police when the victim thought the offender was a gang member (46% for gang members and 59% for nongang members).
! Violent crime was most often reported in an effort to "prevent future violence," "stop the offender," or to "protect others." ! Violent crime was most often not reported to police because it was deemed a "private/personal matter," was considered "not important enough," or because it was "reported to another official." Note: Serious violent crime includes rape, sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault and excludes simple assault.
Data and definitions
The NCVS collects data on nonfatal crimes against persons age 12 or older, reported and not reported to the police, from a nationally representative sample of U.S. households. Because NCVS interviews persons about their victimizations, murder and manslaughter cannot be included in NCVS estimates.
Overall violent victimization refers to rape, sexual assault, robbery, aggravated assault, and simple assault taken as a whole. Serious violent victimization refers to overall violent crime without simple assault. Property crimes include household burglary, motor vehicle theft, and theft.
Reporting crime to the police is often characterized and thought of as an action of the victim of the crime. However, violent crimes can come to the attention of police through persons other than the victim. Witnesses, relatives, neighbors, or other household members can report crimes to the police. Any one of these people could have been the source of information of reported crimes, unless otherwise specified. (See Third Party Involvement in Violent Crime, 1993-99 , BJS Special Report, NCJ 189100.)
Reporting crime to the police, 2000
In 2000, 39% of the approximately 25.4 million violent and property victimizations against persons age 12 or older were reported to the police according to the NCVS (table 1) . Violent crime was reported to the police at a higher percentage than personal theft (pocket picking and purse snatching) and property crime (49%, 36%, and 36% respectively).
During 2000 robbery (60%) and aggravated assault (58%) were reported to the police at percentages higher than simple assault (44%). Robbery was reported to the police at percentages somewhat higher than rape/sexual assault (48% The victim reported about half of all violence known to the police,
1992-2000
When the police learn about violent crimes, the knowledge comes from a variety of sources. Victims were more often the source of reports to the police for rapes, sexual assaults, and robberies, than for aggravated assaults. "Someone else," such as a bystander, a relative, or an acquaintance, informed the police in about a fifth of the aggravated assaults and serious violent crimes. Officials other than law enforcement personnel, such as persons in authority at a hospital or school, reported about 9% of the violence that came to the attention of the police.
The National Crime Victimization Survey
The NCVS is the Nation's primary source of information on the frequency, characteristics, and consequences of criminal victimization. One of the largest continuous household surveys conducted by the Federal Government, the NCVS collects information about crimes both reported and not reported to police. The survey provides the largest national forum for victims to describe their experiences of victimization, the impact of crime, and the characteristics of violent offenders. 1993 -2001 .
Victim characteristics and type of crime, 1992-2000
Serious violent crime (53%), which excludes the verbal threats and minor injuries (such as cuts and bruises) of simple assault, was reported to the police at a higher percentage than overall violent crime (43%) (table 2). Robbery (57%) and aggravated assault (55%) were reported to the police at higher percentages than simple assault (38%) and rape/sexual assault (31%).
Gender of victim Overall violence, robbery, aggravated assault, simple assault, and serious violent crimes were more likely to be reported to the police when the victim was female. Apparent differences in percentages of reporting of rape/sexual assault for male and female victims were not statistically significant.
Race of victim
Overall violence against black victims (49%) was reported at a significantly higher percentage than violence against white victims (42%) and at a somewhat higher percentage than violence against Asian victims (40%).
Serious violent crime and aggravated assault against blacks was reported in higher percentages than comparable crimes against whites. Regardless of the type of victimization, apparent differences in reporting percentages among American Indians and all other racial groups were not significant.
Hispanic origin of victim
Robbery of non-Hispanic victims (58%) was reported to the police at a higher percentage than robbery of Hispanics (48%).
Age of victim
The specific relationship between victims' ages and the percentages of crime reported to the police varied by the type of crime. For violent crime overall, adults were more likely than teenagers to have experienced crimes reported to the police. The higher percentage of violent crimes reported to the police in 2000, compared to 1992, resulted from a decrease in the number not reported From 1992 to 2000 violent crime decreased. The overall number of crimes reported to the police decreased somewhat, while the number of crimes not reported to police decreased to a greater extent. As a result, the overall percentage of crime reported to police increased from 1992 to 2000. 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 (table 3) . In general, percentages of violence and simple assault reported to police declined as victims' annual household incomes increased.
With one exception, reporting aggravated assault to the police did not differ based on the victim's annual household income. Victims in households with annual incomes of less than $7,500 were slightly more likely to report aggravated assaults than those in households with incomes between $50,000 and $74,999.
Among the categories of annual household income considered, there were no differences in the percentages of rape/sexual assault, robbery, or serious violent crime reported to the police.
Marital status of victim
Overall violence, robbery, aggravated assault, simple assault, and serious violent crime against those who never married was reported to the police at lower percentages than for such crimes against married persons.
Residence of victim
Regardless of the type of violence, the percentage of violence reported to the police did not differ based on where the victim lived, with one exception. A higher percentage of overall violent crime against urban residents (45%) was reported to the police than similar crimes against suburbanites (42%).
Injuries and treatment of victims, 1992-2000
Crimes resulting in injuries are more likely to be reported to police. Fifty-six percent of victimizations in which the victim was injured, compared to 40% of violence in which the victim emerged uninjured, were reported to the police (table 4) .
Seventy-five percent of all violent victimizations in which the victim was seriously injured and 90% of violence in which the victim sustained a gunshot wound were reported to the police, 1992-2000.
All victims of completed rape are considered injured by NCVS definition. Thirty-two percent of victimizations in which the victim was raped/sexually assaulted without additional injury were reported to the police.
Victimizations in which victims received treatment for their injuries were reported to the police in a higher percentage (70%) than those instances when treatment was not received (46%). As with victims, characteristics of the offender were related to the likelihood that a violent victimization was reported to the police (table 5) .
Gender of offender Regardless of the type of crime examined, the percentage of violent crime reported to the police did not differ when the offender was male or female.
Race of offender Higher percentages of overall violent crime and serious violent crime were reported to police when the crimes were committed by black offenders than by white offenders. Somewhat higher percentages of aggravated assault were reported to police when committed by black offenders than by white offenders.
Age of offender
In general the younger the offender, the lower the percentage of crime reported to police. For example, robbery, simple assault, and serious violent crime committed by offenders age 12-14 were reported to police in smaller percentages than similar crimes committed by older offenders.
Number of offenders A significantly higher percentage of violence was reported to the police when it was committed by more than a single offender. For example, 55% of overall violence was reported to the police when committed by 2 offenders, compared to 42% committed by a single offender.
Victim-offender relationship
With two exceptions, there was no difference in the percentage of violence reported to the police when committed by persons known to the victims and when committed by strangers (table 6). The two exceptions were overall violent crime and rape/sexual assault. When committed by a stranger, the percentage reported to police was higher for both types of crime. For every type of violence except rape/sexual assault, a higher percentage of victimization by an intimate than by a friend/acquaintance was reported to the police. Offender's gang membership Except for robbery the percentage of violent crime reported to the police did not differ based on whether the victim perceived the offender(s) to be gang members. The rate of reporting a robbery to the police was lower for crimes perceived to have been committed by gang members (46% for gang members and 59% for nongang members).
Offender's drug/alcohol use For all crimes except rape/sexual assault and robbery, violent crimes were reported to the police in higher percentages when the victim believed the offender was under the influence of drugs/ alcohol.
Presence of weapons Violent crimes committed by armed offenders were more likely to be reported to the police across all types of crimes (table 7) . For example, 56% of all violent crimes committed with a weapon present compared to 38% of those committed by an unarmed offender were reported to the police.
Similarly, 49% of all rapes/sexual assaults committed by an armed offender compared to 28% of those committed by an unarmed offender were reported to the police.
Except for rape/sexual assaults, violent crimes committed by an offender armed with a firearm were more likely to be reported to police than violence by an offender armed with a knife. Apparent differences in the percentages of rapes/sexual assaults reported to the police when the offender was armed with a firearm versus a knife were not significant.
Reporting Crime to the Police, 1992-2000

National crime measures
National measures of crime come from two sources of data: the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) and the Uniform Crime Reports (UCR). The UCR program collects information on crimes and arrests reported by law enforcement authorities to the FBI.
The figure, using data from <http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/ glance/cv2.htm>, shows that about half of all serious violent crime is reported to police. The three lines in the chart are described below:
Total serious violent crime
The number of homicides recorded by police plus the number of rapes, robberies, and aggravated assaults from the victimization survey whether or not they were reported to the police.
Victimizations reported to police
The number of homicides recorded by police plus the number of rapes, robberies, and aggravated assaults from the victimization survey that victims said were reported to the police.
Crimes recorded by police
The number of homicides, forcible rapes, robberies, and aggravated assaults included in the Uniform Crime Reports of the FBI excluding commercial robberies and crimes that involved victims under age 12. Vol. 15, No. 1, 2002 . 1973 1978 1983 1988 1993 1998 Millions 
